Glory to Jesus Christ! St. Mary ~ Holy Protection Glory Forever!
CiaBa Ucycy Xpucry! Byzantine Catholic Church CitaBa Ha BUKHU!

4480 State Route 981 Latrobe, PA 15650

Administrator: Fr. Paul-Alexander Shutt, OSB Parish Office: 724-423-3 673 Hall: 724-423-8838
Confession Schedule: Saturday 16:00 — 16:30,  Sunday 9:00 — 9:30, or by appointment
Parish email: st.marytrauger@gmail.com Website: www.stmarybyzantinecatholic.org

03 AUGUST 2025 / 7533
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

~ QOur Venerable Fathers Isaac, Dalmatus, and Faustus ~
~ The Holy Myrrh-bearer Salome ~

)

=

LITURGY SCHEDUE:

Sat. Aug 02 17:00 vigil: EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Suffrages for +Susan Dusecina — son, Rev. Regis

Sun. Aug 03 10:30 EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Suffrages pro populo

Tues. Aug 05 18:30 Vesperal Divine Liturgy: TRANSFIGURATION OF
OUR LORD wy/ Mirovanije and BLESSING OF FRUIT.
Suffrages for +James Kontir — Mr. & Mrs. John Nemeth

Wed. Aug 06 10:00 TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD w/ Mirovanije
and BLESSING OF FRUIT. Suffrages for +Cantor John Porubwanski —
Mr. & Mrs. John Nemeth

Sat. Aug 09 17:00 Vigil: NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Suffrages for +August Ferrari Family — Marlene Harhai

sun. Aug 10 10:30 NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Suffrages pro populo
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07 / 27 /| 2025 Adults: $1685 Candles: $57 Special Donat.: $200
COLLECTION TOTAL: $1942
ATTENDANCE Sat. 13 + 2 Sun. 14 + 3
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BLESSING OF GRAPES: The custom of blessing grapes, as well as other fruits and vegetables
on August 6™ is a most beautiful sign of the final transformation of all things in Christ. It signifies
the ultimate flowering and fruitfulness of all creation in the paradise of God’s unending kingdom
of Life where all will be transfigured by the glory of the Lord. This is an ancient Christian custom.
The first week of August, on the feast of the Transfiguration, farmers used to gather the early
fruits of their summer harvest (grapes, figs, etc.) and present them in the Church to be blessed
and then given freely to the congregation. These fruits are called the «beginnings». In a text
from the 7t century: «The Laws of the Kingdom» by Emperor Constantine Porifirogenitos, we
read: «The Emperor of Constantinople gathers the «beginnings / aparches» in Chalcedon,
where there are many vines, and then he waits for the Patriarch of Constantinople to come on
the Holy Day of the Lord’s Transfiguration to bless the fruits and to personally had out the grapes
to the laity». This custom is still practiced in many places in Greece where there are countless
vineyards. In northern climates, however, where grapes were not always readily available,
APPLES were commonly blessed and the Transfiguration became to be known as the «Apple
Feast of the Savior».

THE DORMITION FAST began Firday, August 15t and ends on the 14t™. The traditional rule for
this fast is a strict abstinence from meat, eggs and dairy products, with the usual mitigations of
wine and oil for Saturday and Sunday and the Feast of the Transfiguration (August 6t). It is,
therefore, observed as during the Great Fast. This fast is mentioned as the Autumn Fast by Leo
the Great, and it was fixed in 1166 during the reign of the Ecumenical Patriarch Luke
Chrysoberges. It may have originally been a forty day fast before the feast of the Exaltation of
the Holy Cross, that is, from August 6% to 14t September. It is now, however, a two week fast
before the feast of the Dormition, interrupted by the feast of the Transfiguration. There are two
aliturgical days (days then the Divine Liturgy is not celebrated), August 3 and 4. This year August
3 is mitigated since it falls on a Sunday.
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~ Announcements ~
e THANK YOU to all those who have been donating so generously of their time and treasure
to help maintain the parish grounds over the summer: Greg, Jim, Jen and Dan, Dave, Tom.

e THANK YOU also to Mr. Ryan Wilt of Hoffer-Wilt Funeral Home for again sponsoring our
parish’s 2026 liturgical wall calendar.



