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22 SEPTEMBER 2024 / 7533 18
th
 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

The Holy Martyr Phocas of Sinope.  The Holy Prophet Jonah.  Our Venerable Father Jonah 
the Priest, Father of Theophane the Hymnographer and Theodore the Artist.  

The Holy Apostle Quodratus, Bishop of Athens. 

     
LITURGY SCHEDUE: 

Sat.  Sept. 21 17:00 Vigil: 18
th 

SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
   Suffrages for + Susan Dusecina – Joseph Bukowski Family 

Sun.  Sept. 22 10:30 18
th 

SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. Suffrages pro populo. 

Sat.  Sept. 28 17:00 Vigil: 19
th 

SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 

   Suffrages for Susan Dusecina – Paul & Rose Rupnick 

Sun.  Sept. 29 10:30 19
th 

SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. Suffrages pro populo 

Mon. Sept. 30 18:30 VESPERAL DIVINE LITURGY FOR THE POKROV. 

   w/ Mirovanije & Patronal Procession.  Social after the Liturgy! 

             
09 / 15 / 2024 Adults: $804     Candles: $85  Holy Day: $135 

COLLECTION Maintenance: $10    TOTAL: $1034 

 

CONCEPTION OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST IS ALWAYS OBSERVED 23 SEPTEMBER: The Feast of the 

Conception of the Holy and Glorious Prophet, Precursor, and Baptist John is a feast upon which some 
of the other major feasts of the Church stand, since it is from the date of the conception of John the 



Baptist that we can calculate when his birth took place (nine months  later),when the Annunciation to 
the Virgin Mary took place (six months later), and when the Birth of Christ took place (nine months 
after the Annunciation). 

We base all our information for these dates on the first chapters of the 
Gospel of Luke, where we read that Zechariah went to the Temple to offer incense 
as a High Priest on the Jewish feast of Atonement (Yom Kippur).  We know that it 
was the feast of Atonement because the Evangelist Luke tells us that he was alone 
in the Temple while everyone was outside praying, which is what the Book of 
Leviticus commands for the Day of Atonement.  This festival of Atonement took 
place on a certain day each year.  Leviticus 16:29-30 tells us: "This is to be a 
lasting ordinance for you: On the tenth day of the seventh month you must deny 
yourselves and not do any work — whether native-born or a foreigner residing 
among you — because on this day atonement will be made for you, to cleanse 

you."  According to the reckoning done centuries ago by the Church when 

establishing the feast of the Conception of John the Baptist, the Day of Atonement 
took place on September 10th, which was the day the conception of John the 
Baptist was announced (this is commemorated on September 12th).  Five days after the Day of 
Atonement the festival of Tabernacles (Sukkot) began, beginning on September 15th and lasting seven 
days until September 21st (Lev. 23:33).  The High Priest was required to be in Jerusalem serving during 

all these festive days.  With the festivals 
of Atonement and Tabernacles 
completed on September 21st, Zechariah 
made his journey back home on 
September 22nd.  Since the Church 
wishes to be as accurate as possible 
when the conception of John the Baptist 
in fact took place, being the feast upon 
which other major feasts of the Church 
stood, it reckoned to the exact day that 
this must have happened on September 
23rd, when he reunited with his wife 
Elizabeth.  This is how Saint Nikodemos 

the Hagiorite explains the origins of the date of the feast of the Conception of John the Baptist. 
 

 

 

~ Announcements ~ 

❖ A SPAGHETTI DINNER is being held at St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church 
in Scottdale on Sunday, October 20th from Noon to 3:00 pm.  Adults: 
$12, children 12 and under $5.  Dinner includes: Spaghetti w/ meatballs, 
salad, roll, dessert, and beverage.  Take-out available.  Basket raffle tickets 
will also be on hand for purchase.  

 

❖ «COME AND SEE» at B.C.S.  A “Come and See” Weekend of Discovery Retreat for 
discerning Byzantine Catholic Men, 18 to 35 years old, single or married, is being hosted by the Byzantine 
Catholic Seminary.  It begins on Friday evening (5:00 PM EST), Nov. 8 and concludes on Sunday afternoon 
(4:00 PM EST), Nov. 10, 2024.  The deadline for registering is Oct. 16, 2024.  For more details and to register 
go to www.bcs.edu.  You may also contact B.C.S. at 412-321-8383 or rector@bcs.edu. 

mailto:rector@bcs.edu

