Glory to Jesus Christ! St. Mary ~ Holy Protection Glory Forever!
CiaBa Ucycy Xpucry! Byzantine Catholic Church CiiaBa Ha BUKHU!

4480 Route 981 Latrobe, PA 15650

Administrator: Fr. Paul-Alexander Shutt, OSB Parish Office: 724-423-3 673 Hall: 724-423-8838
Confession Schedule: Saturday 16:00 — 16:30, Sunday 9:00 — 9:30, or by appointment
Parish email: st.marytrauger@gmail.com Website: www.stmarybyzantinecatholic.org

11 AUGUST 2024 / 7532 12" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Postfestive Day of the Transfiguration. The Holy Martyr Euplus.
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LITURGY SCHEDUE:

Sat. Aug. 10 17:00 Vigil: 12t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Suffrages for +Christal Milliron — Marge Hulyk

Sun. Aug. 11 10:30 12t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST suffrages pro populo.

Wed. Aug. 14 18:30 DORMITION suffrages for +The Davis Family — Audrey
Suroviec. BLESSING OF FLOWERS & HERBS; Mirovanije.

Thur. Aug. 15 10:00 DORMITION suffrages for +The Davis Family — Audrey
Suroviec. BLESSING OF FLOWERS & HERBS; Mirovanije.

Sat. Aug. 17 17:00 Vigil: 13" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Suffrages +The Davis Family — Audrey Suroviec.

Sun. Aug. 18 10:30 13t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST suffrages pro populo.

08 /04 / 2024 Adults: $2149 Candles: $61 Holy Day: $115
COLLECTION SUB-TOTAL: $2325 Cemetery: $165 TOTAL: $ 2490



IN TODAY’'S GOSPEL PERICOPE, our Lord warns us of how difficult it is for anyone who thinks
that he is “rich” to enter the Kingdom of God. Does it mean that the Kingdom of Heaven is then
open only to the destitute, to those who are materially poor, who lack even the most essentials
of life? No! The Kingdom of God is open to all who are not enslaved by their possessions. When
we read the first Beatitude: «Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven»; we are given a key to to this Beatitude: The poor in spirit are we who have understood
that we possess nothing which is our own. We recognize we have been loved into existence by
the divine love of the Trinity Who offers communion with Him to which we have no rights. All we
possess is not our own, for we have not made ourselves; we did not create what is seemingly
ours. Everything we are and which we have has been given to us out of love, either from the
love of the Trinity or from the love of others, and we cannot truly possess anything because
absolutely everything is gift, everything is Grace! And that gift, that Grace we loose the moment
we want to take possession of it and say, «It’s mine, my own, my precious» to quote Gollum
in the works of J.R.R. Tolkein. Such obsessive desire to possess the One ring of Power, destroyed
the creature Gollum and all who tried to acquire it.

On the other hand, the Kingdom of God is really the Kingdom of those who are truly aware
that they are infinitely rich because they can expect everything from love divine and from human
love. We are rich because we possess nothing, we are rich because we are given all things; and
so, it is difficult for one who images that he is rich in his own right to belong to that kingdom in
which everything is a sign of love, and where nothing can be possessed, that is, taken away from
others; because the moment we say that we possess something which is not given us either by
God or by human care, we subtract it from the mystery of divine Eros.

So, let us reflect on the fact that poverty does not mean destitution. It means freedom from
enslavement to an illusion, that we are somehow self-sufficient, self-contained, the creator of
what we are and all that we possess. And also free from enslavement to what is given us to
make us true servants of God.

~ Announcements ~

e THE 90™ ANNUAL MOUNT SAINT MACRINA PILGRIMAGE - 7heotokos: Our rock, Our
Refuge, and Our Strength — in honor of our Lady of Perpetual Help will take place 31 August
- September 1, 2024. A complete schedule of all services and events is posted in the
Narthex and on the monastery’s website at https://sistersofstbasil.org.

e Archbishop William C. Skurla, Bishop Kurt R. Burnette, and Bishop Robert M. Pipta invite the
people of the Byzantine Ruthenian Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh to join them on a
Pilgrimage to Italy from May 5 to 15, 2025, to celebrate the Jubilee Year of Hope. The
cost is $4,829 per person, which covers airfare from Newark Liberty International Airport,
accommodations in first class/select hotels based on double occupancy, most meals, the
services of an English tour director, comprehensive sightseeing all admission fees and hotel
service charges and airport transfers in Italy. All are invited to come share during this time
of prayerful celebration. With the celebration of the Divine Liturgy and other services, our
pilgrimage will be a joyful journey designed to highlight our Byzantine Catholic faith, help us
appreciate its historical past, and view the art inspired by the Church. If you have any
questions, please contact Fr. Ed Cimbala, the tour coordinator, at fredcimbala@ gmail.com
or 908-872-2928. Use this link to view the brochure for this exciting journey:

https://stmarybccnyc.org/files/Brochure/Italy-Jubilee-2025-Metropolitian-

Church-of-Pittsburgh.pdf
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