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Administrator: Fr. Paul-Alexander Shutt, OSB Parish Office: 724-423-3 673 Hall: 724-423-8838
Confession Schedule: Saturday 16:00 — 16:30, Sunday 9:00 — 9:30, or by appointment
Parish email: st.marytrauger@gmail.com Website: www.stmarybyzantinecatholic.org
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SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN
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LITURGY SCHEDUE:

Sat. Apr. 30 17:00 SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN
Suffrages for +Jane Matkso — The Davis Family

Sun. May 01 10:30 SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN
Suffrages pro populo.

Sat. May 07 17:00 SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC MAN

Suffrages for living and deceased Mothers

Sun. May 08 10:30 SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC MAN

Suffrages pro populo; esp. for living and deceased Mothers



04/ 24 / 2022 Adults: $687 Children: $12 Holy Week: $10

COLLECTION Pascha: $400 Candles: $77 TOTAL: $1186
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Some saints and icons are called "Myrrh-flowing," "Myrrh-streaming," "Myrrh-
gushing" or "Myroblete" indicating that the relics or icons exude a holy and sweet-
smelling oil that is often miraculous. "This wonder of myrrh has been given to the holy
relics in order to indicate that Christians are truly 'a sweet-savor of Christ unto God',
sweet-smelling to God and to heaven. The truth of the Gospel is that the sin of man
is a foul odor before God and every sin pleases the devil. Through the holy mysteries
and holy virtues, Christians become 'a sweet-savor of Christ unto God.' For this reason,
then, the holy relics of the Saints pour forth myrrh.
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Deaconesses were an order in the primitive Christian Church. Information is sparse
as to their activities at the time, though it is clear they were mostly involved with
ministering to other women and girls. Being improper for males to be physically
touching women, deaconesses were commissioned to assist especially in baptism and
chrismation. It is an anachronism to say deaconesses did not perform the same
liturgical role as deacons in the early church. That is imputing back in time to deacons
a role which they were given considerably later in Church history. In the early Church
it is highly likely that deaconesses performed the same liturgical role as deacons, and
quite likely more, because of the taboo on priests touching female neophytes, or
touching females requiring the sacrament of holy oil for the sick. It is likely that the
actual application of the holy oil onto the body of the women being chrismated was
done by the deaconess, and not the priest. The priest did the praying and supervised,
but did not touch. Deacons would not have performed this role. As there was no taboo
on the priest physically applying the oil to male candidates, there was no need for
deacons to be involved in this.

The Japanese Orthodox Church from its inception in the latter half of the 19"
century had some deaconesses. Japan's first bishop, St. Nicholas Kasatkin, had a
number of deaconesses during his tenure. At the same time, the Russian Orthodox
Church, Japan's mother Church, had deaconesses. It seems from the scant material
available that the Russian Church has always had deaconesses. The Church of Greece
has had deaconesses intermittently over the recent centuries, and appears to have
usually had deaconesses in its female monasteries from time immemorial. In 2004 the
Holy Synod of the Church of Greece officially restored the female diaconate. In female
monasteries the role of a deaconess seems necessary for the good order and function
of the monastery church. It is more seemly than having male deacons involved there.
Since 2006, the larger Bulgarian and Romanian monasteries have a deaconess who is
usually second in charge. In Romania they wear distinctive garb while performing
diaconal duties. https://orthodoxwiki.org/Deaconess
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~ Announcements ~

< MOTHER'’S DAY is next Sunday. Spiritual Bouquet Cards are available on the
tables in the Narthex. If you are writing a check, make it payable to «Benedictine

Fathers», NOT to the parish.

< The annual Saints Cyril and Methodius Byzantine Catholic Seminary
Collection will be taken up the weekend of May 14t — 15th, Please be generous
in your support for our men in priestly and diaconal formation!

< THANK YOU for all the many kindnesses and remembrances extended to me on the
most solemn feast of Great and Holy Pascha. I am truly appreciative of them all.
Father Paul-Alexander



