
 

 Glory to Jesus Christ!      St. Mary ~ Holy Protection         Glory Forever! 

Слава Исусу Христу!       Byzantine Catholic Church                        Слава на вики! 
       4480 Route 981   Latrobe, PA 15650 

Administrator: Fr. Paul-Alexander Shutt, OSB      Parish Office: 724-423-3 673  Hall: 724-423-8838 
Confession Schedule: Saturday 16:00 – 16:30,      Sunday 9:00 – 9:30, or by appointment 
Parish email:  st.marytrauger@gmail.com      Website: www.stmarybyzantinecatholic.org 

5 December 2021 / 7530 ~ 28
th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

Our Venerable and God-bearing Father Sabbas the Sanctified 
 

 

LITURGY SCHEDUE: 

Sat.     Dec. 04 17:00 28
th
 Sunday after Pentecost Suffrages for +Joan 

Boytim – Joan Overdorff; +Helen Krynicky – Joann Muchoney 

Sun.     Dec. 05 10:30 28
th
 Sunday after Pentecost Suffrages pro populo; 

   esp. for +Agnes Osif – Joanne Krynicky 

Mon.  Dec. 06 18:30 Our Holy Father Nicholas the Wonderworker 

   w/ Mirovanjie Suffrages for +Michael Regalla  – Marge Hulyk 



2 

 

Tues.   Dec. 07 18:30 Feast of the Maternity of Holy Anna w/ Mirovanjie 

   Suffrages for +Conrad Semensky  – Mary Ann & James Kontir 

Sat.     Dec. 11 17:00 Sunday of the Forefathers 

Suffrages for +Michael Bankovich – The Bankovich Family 

Sun.     Dec. 12 10:30 Sunday of the Forefathers Suffrages pro populo 

 
  11 / 28 / 2021 Adults: $1251        Children $4 Christmas: $1000        Candles: $70 

COLLECTION  Holy Day: $25        Fuel: $155  TOTAL: $2505 

 

 
The Venerable Sabbas the Sanctified was born in the year anno Domini 439 near 
Cæsarea in Cappadocia of pious Christian parents, John and Sophia.  His father was a 
military commander.  Traveling to Alexandria on military matters, 
his wife went with him, but they left their five-year-old son in the 
care of an uncle.  When the boy reached eight years of age, he 
entered the monastery of St. Flavian located nearby.  The gifted 
child quickly learned to read and became an expert on the Holy 
Scriptures.  In vain did his parents urge St. Sabbas to return to the 
world and enter into marriage.  
 

 When he was 17 years old he received monastic tonsure, 
and attained such perfection in fasting and prayer that he was 
given the gift of wonderworking.  In 456, after spending 10 years 
at the monastery of St. Flavian, he traveled to Jerusalem, and 
from there to the monastery of St. Euthymius the Great.  But St. 
Euthymius sent him to Abba Theoctistus, the head of a nearby 
monastery that practiced a strict cenobitic rule.  St. Sabbas lived 
in obedience at this monastery until the age of thirty. 
 

 After the death of the Elder Theoctistus, his successor gave 
his blessing for St. Sabbas to seclude himself in a cave. On 
Saturdays he would leave his hermitage and come to the 
monastery, where he participated in divine services and ate with 
his confrères (brother monks).  He later received permission not 
to leave his hermitage at all, and struggled in the cave for 5 years. 
 

 When St. Euthymius fell asleep in the Lord (+473), St. Sabbas withdrew from the 
Lavra and moved to a cave near the monastery of St. Gerasimov of Jordan.  In 478, 
he moved to a cave on the cliffs of the Kedron Valley southeast of Jerusalem.  His 
hermitage formed the foundation of the monastery later named after him (Lavra Mar 
Saba) and known in ancient sources as the Great Lavra.  After several years, disciples 
began to gather around him, seeking the monastic life.  As the number of monks 
increased, the lavra came into being.  When a pillar of fire appeared before St. Sabbas 
as he was walking, he found a spacious cave in the form of a church. 
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 In 491, Patriarch Salustius of Jerusalem 
ordained him a priest and in 494, named him the 
archimandrite of all the monasteries in 
Palestine.  Many miracles took place through 
the prayers of St. Sabbas: at the Lavra: a spring 
of water welled up; during a time of drought, 
there was abundant rain; and there were also 
healings of the sick and the demoniacs.  St. 
Sabbas composed the first monastic Rule of 
church services – the  «Jerusalem Typikon» – 
that became accepted by all the monasteries in 
Palestine. 
 

 He died in his lavra on December 5, 532 and 
is buried in a tomb in the courtyard between two 
ancient churches in the midst of the remnant of  

 the great Lavra Mar Saba monastery. His 

relics were taken to Italy in the twelfth century, 
but were returned to the monastery by Pope 

Saint Paul VI in 1965 as a goodwill gesture toward the Orthodox. 
 

 

The relics of Saint Sabbas 
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~ Announcements ~ 
 

❖ A few more GIFT BASKETS could be used for this coming Friday’s bingo (Dec. 
10th).  Baskets should be around $25 – $30 worth of items.  Please sign-up using 
the sheet in the Narthex or call the parish office if you are willing to donate.  Thank 
you! 

 

❖ REJOICE ALL YE PEOPLES The Feasts of the Old Testament  Wednesdays, 
December 1 & 8 @ 8 - 9 PM ET As we prepare for the Nativity of the Lord, we 
turn to the Feasts of the Old Testament, seeking to understand how they 
foreshadowed the coming of Christ and paved the way for salvation and the 
restoration of mankind to paradise.  Instructor: Rev. Sebastian Carnazzo, PhD who 
is pastor of St. Elias Melkite Catholic Church in San Jose, CA. Register at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xrXwP938RCa2gBS4nIWdVg 


