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GOsSPEL OVERVIEW: The beginning of the gospel is intrinsically connected with
the prophetic promises of Hebrew Scripture. The two Testaments do not
announce first one God and then another but the one true God who works
through a developing history of revelation. Marcion’s view that the two
covenants are separable is directly countered by Mark’s beginning point, in
which the prophetic voices of Isaiah and Malachi blend. No prophet is greater
than John, the solitary messenger from the desert prophesied by Malachi, who
was called to prepare the way for Christ, whose voice blended judgment and
mercy, repentance and faith. John’s baptism prepared the way for the baptism
that would be more fully expressed in the future remission of sins that came
with the death of the One he baptized. The power of John’s baptism was in
accord with the justice of a just man, yet still of a mere man, although one
who had received grace from the coming Lord. The Lord incarnate did not
shrink from identifying himself with sinners who need regeneration.

LITURGY SCHEDULE: efore the coming of Your only Son, O Master, You sent John, an angel in

.. the flesh, greater than anyone born of woman. His wondrous birth was in
Sat.  Jan.04 17:00 Vigil: SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY imitation of the birth of Your heavenly Son, and through death John announced

Suffrages for + Cody Fullman — Fullman Family His descent into Hades to the dead. You made the Baptist worthy to give
Sun. Jan.05 10:30 SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY pro populo prophetic witness above measure and to win the crown of martyrdom. The
. brightness of his life surrounds us as he leads us on the path of Your
18:30 VIGIL OF THEOPHANY commands by the light of his preaching. Lead all of us into the heavenly

Mon. Jan. 06 9:30 THEOPHANY kingdom through the compassion of Your Christ, with Whom You are blessed,
. with the all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and forever.

Sat. Jan. 11 17:00 Vlgll: SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY Amen. Ambon Prayer - Synaxis of Saint John the Baptist, Prophet and Precursor

Sun. Jan.12 10:30 SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY pro populo



Next Sunday: SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY
Epistle: Ephesians 4:7 — 13 The Unity of the Body
Gospel: Matthew: 4:12-17 The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry
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~ ANNOUNCEMENTS ~

e THANK YOU to all who kindly and generously remembered me with cards, well
wishes, home-baked delicacies of all sorts, and gifts during these holy and blessed
days of Christmas. May this even greater Feast of Lights warm your hearts during
this sacred season and throughout the New Year. Christ is baptized in the Jordan!
Glorify Him! Father

e BCW SUBSCRIBERS: Time to renew your subscription. The cost is $14. MAKE
CHECK PAYABLE TO THE PARISH, PUTTING BCW ON THE MEMO LINE.
Thank you!

e BINGO resumes this FRIDAY, JANUARY 10*".
e There is NO BREAKFAST in January. The next breakfast is February 9'".
e ECF CLASSES resume Sunday, 19 January.



