St. Mary ~ Holy Protection
Byzantine Catholic Church
4480 Route 981 Latrobe, PA 15650

Administrator: Fr. Paul-Alexander Shutt, OSB Parish Office: 724-423-3673 Hall: 724-423-8838
Confession Schedule: Saturday 16:00 — 16:30, Sunday 9:00 —9:30, or by appointment
Parish email: st.marytrauger@gmail.com Website: www.stmarybyzantinecatholic.org

Glory to Jesus Christ!
Cnasa Ucycy Xpucry!

Glory Forever!
CsiaBa Ha BUKHU!

7 APRIL 2019/7527 ~ 5t SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
MEMORY OF SAINT MARY OF EGYPT

LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Sat.  April 06 17:00 Vigil: 5t Sunday of the Great Fast Suffrages for

+Helen Krynicky — Clifford & Connie Zimmerman

Sun. April 07 10:30 5% Sunday of the Great Fast Suffrages pro populo,
esp. for health, happiness & safety of Suzanne Blasinsky — her
parents James & Patricia Krisner

Wed. April 10 18:30 Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
Sat.  April 13 17:00 Vigil: PALM SUNDAY
Sun. April 14 10:30 PALM SUNDAY Ssuffrages pro populo
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ACOLYTES LECTORS USHERS
Sat. April 06 L. Prizzi J. Kontir e
Sun. April 07 E. R. A. Hess D. Saldanha R. Knouse, D. Hess,
Wed. April10 - A.Prizzi e
Sat. April 13 L. Prizzi M. Harhai -
Sun.  April 14 M. Syphan S. Vacha G. Krynicky, A. Syphan
03/31/2019 Adult: $1021 Children $20 Cemetery $100
COLLECTION Candles: $95 Icons $100 Pascha Flowers: $165
TOTAL: $1501
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There are three things, my brethren, by which faith stands firm, devotion remains
constant, and virtue endures. They are prayer, fasting, and mercy. Prayer knocks at
the door, fasting obtains, mercy receives. Prayer, mercy, and fasting: these three
are one, and they give life to each other. Fasting is the soul of prayer; mercy is the
lifeblood of fasting. Let no one try to separate them; they cannot be separated. If you
have only one of them or not all together, you have nothing. So if you pray, fast; if
you fast, show mercy; if you want your petition to be heard, hear the petition of
others. If you do not close your ear to others you open God’s ear to yourself. When
you fast, see the fasting of others. If you want God to know that you are hungry,
know that another is hungry. If you hope for mercy, show mercy. If you look for
kindness, show kindness. If you want to receive, give. If you ask for yourself what
you deny to others, your asking is a mockery. Let this be the pattern for all men
when they practice mercy: show mercy to others in the same way, with the same
generosity, with the same promptness, as you want others to show mercy to you.
Therefore, let prayer, mercy and fasting be one single plea to God on our behalf, one
speech in our defense, a threefold united prayer in our favor. Let us use fasting to



make up for what we have lost by despising others. Let us offer our souls in sacrifice
by means of fasting. There is nothing more pleasing that we can offer to God, as the
psalmist said in prophecy: A sacrifice to God is a broken spirit; God does not despise
a bruised and humbled heart. Offer your soul to God, make him an oblation of your
fasting, so that your soul may be a pure offering, a holy sacrifice, a living victim,
remaining your own and at the same time made over to God. Whoever fails to give
this to God will not be excused, for if you are to give him yourself you are never
without the means of giving. To make these acceptable, mercy must be added.
Fasting bears no fruit unless it is watered by mercy. Fasting dries up when mercy
dries up. Mercy is to fasting as rain is to earth. However much you may cultivate your
heart, clear the soil of your nature, root out vices, sow virtues, if you do not release
the springs of mercy, your fasting will bear no fruit. When you fast, if your mercy is
thin your harvest will be thin; when you fast, what you pour out in mercy overflows
into your barn. Therefore, do not lose by saving, but gather in by scattering. Give to
the poor, and you give to yourself. You will not be allowed to keep what you have
refused to give to others. St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop of Ravenna, Italy

Next Sunday’s Readings: PALM SUNDAY
Epistle: Philippians 4:4-9
GOSPEL: John 12:1-18
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~ ANNOUNCEMENTS ~

« OUR VERY OWN HOME MADE PIROHI are being sold on Fridays during the
Great Fast from Noon to 6:00 pm in the Parish Hall kitchen. Frozen and uncooked,
the cost is $8 a dozen. They will not be sold on Good Friday.

« NEW CONSTRUCTION: There will be NO BINGO on Friday, 12 April; there

will be NO BREAKFAST on Palm Sunday, April 14. The ramp from the
main parking lot to the parish hall will be replaced.



