Glory to Jesus Christ!
Слава Исусу Христу!

St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church
4480 Route 981 Latrobe, PA 15650

Pastor: Father Paul-Alexander Shutt, O.S.B
Confessions:
St. Mary’s Email: st.marytrauger@yahoo.com
Saturday 4 – 4:30 PM
Website: www.stmarybyzantinecatholic.org Sunday 9:30 – 10:00 AM
or by appointment

Glory Forever!
Слава на вики!
Tel: Rectory: 724-423-3673
Fax: 724-423-1808
Hall: 724-423-8838

18 January 2015: Sunday of Zacchaeus
Our Holy Fathers Athanasius and Cyril
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5:00 PM: Sunday Vigil + William Lipko by Mary Catherine Ross
Memorial Service w/ Kolyva for Michael Brehun, 1st year anniversary
10:30 AM: Sunday of Zacchæus: pro populo Dei
5:00 PM: Sunday Vigil + George S. Rusinko
by Michael and Aimee Kakos
10:30 AM: Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee: pro populo Dei


Acolytes


Readers

-------Hess brothers
-------Ruggieri, Syphans

J. Kontir
G. Krynicky
M. Harhai
P. Krynicky




Ushers

R. Garber, J. Snitzer
R. & J. Knouse
J. Snitzer, J. Snitzer
R. Knouse, ----------

1 / 11 / 15
Adult: $780.00
Initial Off: $21.00;
Theophany: $258.00
Collection: Candles: $60.00
Student: $14.00;
Christmas: $100.00
Total: $1233.00
Attendance: Saturday: 17
Sunday: 44
Total: 61 + 20 Visitors





Publican is derived from the Latin publicanus and signifies a member or employee of
the Roman financial companies [usually of the equestrian order ] who farmed the taxes.
From the time of the Republic, the Roman State relieved itself of the
trouble of collecting the taxes in the provinces by putting up the taxes of
each in a lump sum to auction [off to a middle-man]. The highest bidder
received the authorization to extort the sum from the province in
question. Such a system afforded ample opportunity for rapacious
exactions on the part of the company and its officials, and the abuses were often
intolerable. Jews who found it profitable to serve foreign rulers were cursed by their
fellow countrymen and were to be detested. In the Gospel narrative we find them as a
class habitually coupled with "sinners" and the "heathen". The attitude of Christ
towards this, as well as other despised classes, was that of an uplifting sympathy. One
great reproach cast upon our Lord by His enemies was His friendship for and
association with publicans and sinners; and consistent with this conduct, it pleased Him
to choose as one of the twelve Apostles Levi, also known as Matthew, a Publican.

The name ZACCHÆUS is based on the Hebrew word for pure, clean; upright,
righteous.
THE SINFULNESS OF ZACCHAEUS. CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA: Zacchaeus was leader of the
tax collectors, a man entirely abandoned to greed, whose only goal was the increase of
his gains. This was the practice of the tax collectors, although Paul calls it idolatry,
possibly as being suitable only for those who have no knowledge of God. Since they
shamelessly, openly professed this vice, the Lord very justly joined them with the
prostitutes, saying to the leaders of the Jews, “The prostitutes and the tax collectors go
before you into the kingdom of God.” Zacchaeus did not continue to be among them,
but he was counted worthy of mercy at Christ’s hands. He calls near those who are far
away and He gives light to those who are in darkness. COMMENTARY ON LUKE, HOMILY
127

Christ has come into the world to be its Light and by this Light Christ rescues those who
are sitting in darkness and the shadow of death. Our enlightenment, received in holy
baptism and chrismation, must as John the Baptist
preached «Bear fruit that befits repentance…» What this
«fruit» is we find beautifully expressed in St. Paul’s letter
to the Church in Galatia: «But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self control […] crucifying the
flesh w/ its passions and desires, […] not becoming
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.»
When we are bearers of this «fruit», we are also bearers of
the name Zacchæus, for we are becoming cleaner, more
pure, more upright in the eyes of God such that we may
hear Christ say to us, «Today salvation has come to this
house…» «You are a son / a daughter of Abraham. For
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.» And so
two great desires are fulfilled, not just that of
Zacchæus, but also our Lord’s. This must always be the first step out onto the PreLenten path: our desire, our yearning for Christ and His companionship.
ZACCHAEUS USED HIS PROPERTY TO EXPRESS GRATITUDE FOR HIS SALVATION.
MAXIMUS OF TURIN: Zacchaeus must be praised. His riches were unable to keep him
from the royal threshold. He should be greatly praised because his riches brought him to
the threshold of the kingdom. From this, we understand that wealth is not a hindrance
but a help to attaining the glory of Christ. While we possess it, we should not squander it
on wild living but give it away for the sake of salvation. There is no crime in possessions,
but there is crime in those who do not know how to use possessions. For the foolish,
wealth is a temptation to vice, but for the wise, it is a help to virtue. Some receive an
opportunity for salvation, but others acquire an obstacle of condemnation. SERMONS 95–96.

~ Liturgical Reminders at the Start of a New Calendar Year ~
The Narthex is sacred space and is NOT to be used as a social area before and
especially during the Divine Liturgy.


The icon on the Tetrapod is to be venerated with a bow, sign of the cross, and
kiss upon entering and exiting the nave.


If physically possible, one should remain standing during the distribution of the
Divine Eucharist until everyone has received, then it is proper to sit down.


The priest’s blessing «Peace be to you, reader!» given after the epistle is
ONLY for the lector, not the entire congregation.


Next Sunday’s Readings ~ Sunday of Publican and Pharisee
Epistle, 2nd Timothy 3: 10 – 15 Paul’s last charge to Timothy
Gospel, Luke 18: 10 – 14 The Parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector

